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The aim of this talk is to describe syntactic variation in the prefinite domain of declarative root claus-
es in informal spoken German (ISG) resulting from the violation of the V2-constraint (Bierwisch 
1963). I will show that the explanations for derivations from V2 in German discussed in the literature 
do not hold for the ISG data in the “KiezDeutsch-Korpus” (Wiese et al. 2012) and the “Tübinger 
Baumbank des Deutschen/Spontansprache” (Stegmann et al. 2000), both containing spontaneous 
dialogues. In ISG a syntactic pattern can be found that has not been considered in previous studies: 
a sentence-initial adverbial linearly precedes the prefinite subject in independent clauses ((1)-(2)). 

(1) [Irgendwann in Schule] [ich] fang an zu schlafen , ich schwöre . 
 sometime in school I start PTCL to sleep  I swear 
 ‘At some stage, I’ll fall asleep at school, I swear.’ 
 (KiDKo, transcript: MuH9WT) 

(2) ja , [dann] [ich] sehe jetzt  Don-Giovanni von Mozart. 
 yes then I see  now  Don-Giovanni from Mozart 
 ‘Yes, then I will see Don Giovanni by Mozart now.’ 
 (TüBa-D/S, s2852) 

Following Wiese (2009) and Wiese et al. (2012), who investigated this construction in the emerging 
urban youth language Kiezdeutsch (lit. 'hood German), this pattern will be referred to as AdvSVfinO. 
The data indicate that this non-canonical structure is not limited to multiethnic language use but ra-
ther a genuine construction of informal spoken German. In line with Wiese (2009) and Wiese et al. 
(2012), who assume for Kiezdeutsch that this pattern is driven by an alignment between information 
structure and syntactic structure, I extend their analysis to ISG in general. Taking a closer look to 
the sentence-initial adverbials in AdvSVfinO I will discuss whether these can be subsumed under the 
same information-structural notion or whether different information- as well as discourse-structural 
functions should be assumed in licensing this non-canonical serialization of German. It will be 
shown that temporal adverbs (2), e.g. dann (then), should be treated differently from other adverbi-
als occupying the same slot (1) (Schalowski [in preparation]). I will further discuss how the pragmat-
ic differences arising with this non-canonical structure can be analyzed within a syntactic model.   

References 
Bierwisch, Manfred (1963): Grammatik des deutschen Verbs. Berlin: Akademie-Verlag. 
Schalowski, Sören (in preparation): From an Adverbial to a Discourse Connective. The function of ‘dann’ and 

‘danach’ in non-canonical prefields of German. In: Fried, Mirjam and Eva Leheckova (Eds.): Connectives 
as a functional category: between clause and discourse units. Benjamins. 

Stegmann, Rosmary, Heike Telljohann and Erhard W. Hinrichs (2000): Stylebook for the German Treebank in 
VERBMOBIL. Verbmobil Report 239. University of Tübingen. URL: http://www.sfs.uni-
tuebingen.de/resources/stylebook_vm_ger.pdf. 

Wiese, Heike (2009): Grammatical innovation in multiethnic urban Europe. New linguistic practices among 
adolescents. In: Lingua 119. 782-806. 

Wiese, Heike, Ulrike Freywald, Sören Schalowski and Katharina Mayr (2012): Das KiezDeutsch-Korpus. 
Spontansprachliche Daten Jugendlicher aus urbanen Wohngebieten. In: Deutsche Sprache 40(2). 97-123. 

                                                            
1 This work is part of project B6 “Das KiezDeutsch-Korpus. Analysen an der Peripherie” of the Collaborative Research 
Centre 632 “Information structure: the linguistic means for structuring utterances, sentences and texts” funded by the 
German Research Foundation (DFG). 


